
 

 

Durham County Library 
Board of Trustees 
Minutes, June 18, 2001 
 
Attendance:  Bessie Carrington, presiding; Lauren Alexander, Ann Craver, Carl Hodges, 
William McKee, Robert Otterbourg, Nancy Wardropper, Board members; Dale Gaddis, Pam 
Jaskot, Library staff. 
 
Absent:  William Ingram 
 
The meeting was called to order at 3:30pm 
A motion was made to approve the minutes with the following change – add Douglas Beckham 
as absent from the April 16th meeting.  The motion was seconded and approved.  
 
Communications 
Mrs. Carrington shared Douglas Beckham’s resignation letter.  Ms. Gaddis shared letters from 
Representative Paul Miller, Charles Trowell and Warren Pope.  She also distributed a copy of 
Mike Peterson’s column in which he praised the library and emphasized its importance during 
budget cuts.  
 
Financial Report 
During this fiscal year the library lost about $200,000 in the materials budget.  Roberta Tilden, 
Collection Development Librarian, has been reviewing sources and keeping up with selections 
and will be prepared to order once the freeze is lifted.   
The Baker and Taylor settlement of $40,000+ was not added to the library’s budget for FY 02, 
but will be presented to the Commissioners on June 25 as a budget amendment for the current 
fiscal year and then deferred for spending to FY 02.   
 
 
FY 2002 Budget 
Ms. Gaddis reported that the manager added $45,000 to the book budget for FY 02. No funds 
were allocated for replacement computers or any of the other library priorities above the base.  
 
Bond Referendum   
Ms. Gaddis distributed information on the library projects that are included in the bond 
referendum scheduled for November 6th.  Included are land and a building for East Durham, land 
acquisitions for future libraries, and renovation and expansion of the Stanford Warren Branch.  
 
Library staff is waiting for direction from the County in regards to promotion of the bond.  The 
Board finds it disturbing that other agencies are promoting their packages and we are not.  Ms. 
Gaddis stated we need to be involved in the overall county plan for promotions.   
 
Committee Report 
External Relations Committee: The committee met on June 4 and decided it was imperative to 
have community representation at the County Commissioner’s budget hearings.  Mr. Otterboug 
reported that the hearing went very well and there was an excellent array of individuals 
representing the library.  
 
The committee will meet again on July 11 at 3:30pm.  
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Policies and Standards: The committee did not meet, but did review two policies by email.  No 
changes in these policies were recommended.  
A motion was made to accept the Safe Child policy. The motion was seconded and approved. 
A motion was made to accept the Disruptive Behavior policy. The motion was seconded and 
approved.  
 
Library Foundation: Mrs. Wardropper reported the library foundation had its first official 
meeting.  The agenda of the meeting was shared with Library Board members.   
 
Art Committee:  Mrs. Wardropper reported that the committee is  interested in purchasing a piece 
of sculpture. A committee meeting will be called to explore possibilities.  
 
Board Development Committee: The committee has not met.  Mrs Carrington asked the Board to 
prepare a slate of nominations for chair and vice chair.  William McKee, Bessie Carrington, Carl 
Hodges and Nancy Wardropper will serve on the committee 
 
Old Business 
Branch Library Site Search:  Ms. Gaddis shared information about her presentation to the County 
Commissioners on site development.  Ms. Gaddis, John McConagha and Priscilla Lewis will 
meet with Assistant County Manager, Wendell Davis, on what to do next.  It was questioned 
what the impact would be for the bond referendum, if voters know where the branch site 
locations are before the vote.  
 
 
Legislative Action – Ms. Gaddis reported that Senate Bill 1032 on Internet access by minors was 
passed by the Senate and referred to the rules committee of the House.  If the Bill passes it would 
require some changes in our Internet Use Policy. She also reported on federal requirements for 
complying with the Children’s Internet Protection Act.  
 
 
New Business 
The Carolina Theatre is closing its video rental department.  They have offered to sell the library 
the collection.  Library staff has met with Steve Martin, Executive Director of the Theatre, to 
discuss issues in regards to the library purchasing the collection.  The collection consists of 4,000 
titles and is selling for $23,000. The Library Board is supportive of the library acquiring the 
collection. 
 
A motion was made that the Board advises the Director to pursue the purchase of the Carolina 
Theatre video collection in its entirety if private funding can be raised for the purchase.  The 
collection will be evaluated under a normal selection policy. The motion was seconded and 
approved.   
 
FY02 Work Plan:  Ms. Gaddis reviewed the projected library workplan for FY02. 
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Board Member Recruitment:  Bill Ingram’s term is expiring and he does not plan to reapply.  
Mrs. Carrington will recirculate the 10 names of individuals who have previously applied.  The 
vacancies will be advertised in July. 
 
 
Friends 
The Friends had a Board Retreat that went very well.  A book sale was held in June.  
 
Directors Report 
Ms. Gaddis reported that statistics are up in the circulation of both juvenile fiction and 
audiovisual materials.  
 
Geri Ruffin, the longest term employee with the library, is retiring on August 1.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 5:45pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Dale Gaddis 
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